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751.01 Terms of justices. The term of office of an elected
justice of the supreme court commences on the August 1 next
succeeding the justice’s election.

History: 1977 c. 187 s. 74; Stats. 1977 5. 751.01.

751.02 Employees. The supreme court may authorize the
employees it considers necessary for the execution of the func-
tions of the supreme court and the court of appeals and the court
reporting functions of the circuit courts and may designate titles,
prescribe duties and fix compensation. Compensation and bene-
fits of employees should be consistent with that paid to state
employees in the classified service for services involving similar
work and responsibility. Each justice and court of appeals judge
may appoint and prescribe the duties of a secretary and a law clerk
to assist the justice or judge in the performance of his or her duties.
Each circuit judge may appoint a court reporter to serve in the
court or branch of court to which he or she was elected or
appointed if the reporter is certified as qualified by the director of
state courts. A person appointed by the supreme court or a justice
or court of appeals judge or a circuit judge serves at the pleasure
of the court or the justice or judge.
History: 1977 c. 187; 1981 c. 353.

751.025 Temporary use of court reporters. If the court
reporter appointed by the judge is not available or if an additional
court reporter is needed, the judge, in cooperation with the chief
judge and court administrator for that judicial district, shall
attempt to locate and use a court reporter from another branch of
court before hiring a private court reporter.

History: 1995 a_ 27.

751.03 Assignment of judges. (1) The chief justice of the
supreme court may assign any active supreme court justice, court
of appeals judge or circuit judge to serve temporarily as a judge
of the court of appeals or any circuit court to aid in the proper dis-
position of business in that court. The chief justice of the supreme
court may designate and assign reserve judges under s. 753.075
to serve temporarily in the court of appeals or the circuit court for
any county. While acting under a temporary assignment, an active
or reserve justice or judge may exercise all the authority of the
court to which he or she is assigned.

(2) The chief justice of the supreme court may exercise the
authority under sub. (1) in regard to municipal courts for the pur-
pose of:

(a) Assigning a case in which a change of judge is requested
under s. 757.19 (5) or is required under s. 800.05 to another munic-
ipal judge or, if none is available, transferring the case to circuit
court.

(b) Assigning cases in municipal court in which a municipal
judge is incompetent, unable or fails to act, to another municipal
judge, former municipal judge or former circuit judge. A judge
to whom cases are so assigned may serve until the chief justice
determines that the incompetency, inability or failure ceases, or
until the term of the municipal judge expires or the vacancy is per-

manently filled under s. 8.50 (4) (fim), whichever occurs first. If
no judge is available, the chief justice may transfer a case from
municipal court to circuit court.

(3) The chief judge of any judicial administrative district may
assign any circuit judge within the district to serve in any circuit
court within the district,

(4) (a) Ifa judge before whom a reported proceeding has com-
menced is unable to proceed, the judge to whom the case is
assigned may proceed with it upon certifying familiarity with the
record and determining that proceedings in the case may be com-
pleted without prejudice to the parties. Otherwise the judge
assigned may grant a new trial or rehearing.

(b) If a judge before whom an action or proceeding has been
tried is unable to proceed after a verdict is returned or findings of
fact and conclusions of law are filed, the judge to whom the case
is assigned may proceed with it unless satisfied that the duties can-
not be performed without prejudice to the parties, in which event
a new trial may be granted.

(5) Any assignment referred to in this section or SCR 70.23
may be requested or ordered by telephone to minimize disruption
of court calendars and inconvenience to parties and witnesses.

History: 1971 c. 46; 1977 c. 29, 135; 1977 c. 187 s. 84; 1977 c. 305, 447, 449;
Stats. 1977 5. 751.03; 1979 c. 32 5. 92 (17); Sup. Ct. Order, 123 Wis. 2d xxi (1985);
1985 a. 304; Sup. Ct. Order, 141 Wis. 2d xiii (1987); Sup. Ct. Order, 146 Wis. 2d
xxxiii (1988).

Judicial Council Note, 1985: Sub. (4), modeled on proposed Rule 63, F.R.C.P,
provides a procedure to be followed when the presiding judge dies, becomes dis-
abled, or is otherwise unable to proceed, either during trial or after the verdict or find-
ings and conclusions have been filed. It provides an efficient mechanism for complet-
ing these cases without violating due p 3 ing y exp and
delay. [Re Order effective July 1, 1985]

Judicial Council Note, 1988: Sub. (5) allows judicial assignments to be requested
and made by telephone. [Re Order effective Jan. 1, 1988]

Judicial Councli Note, 1988: Sub. (4) (a) is amended to extend its application to
reported proceedings in addition to trials, The intent is to allow recourse to this provi-
sion for preliminary examinations, hearings in actions under chs. 48, 51, 55, 880,
motion hearings and other proceedings. [Re Order effective Jan. 1, 1989]

751.035 Assignment to a judicial panel; appeals.
(1) Upon receiving notice under s. 801.50 (4m), the supreme
court shall appoint a panel consisting of 3 circuit court judges to
hear the matter. The supreme court shall choose one judge from
each of 3 circuits and shall assign one of the circuits as the venue
for all hearings and filings in the matter.

(2) Notwithstanding s. 801.58, no party may move for sub-
stitution of any circuit court judge assigned under this section.

(3) An appeal from any order or decision issued by the panel
assigned pursuant to sub. (1) may be heard by the supreme court
and may not be heard by a court of appeals for any district.

History: 2011 a. 39.

751.04 Seal. The supreme court shall have a seal and may
direct and from time to time alter the inscription and devices
thereon; and the department of administration shall procure such
seal as may be ordered. The seal of the court now in use shall be
the seal thereof until another is provided hereunder.

History: 1977 c. 187 s. 86; Stats. 1977 s. 751.04.
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